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 584 BOOK REVIEWS

 Duke Michael, Governor General of Caucasia,
 able to announce officially on May 2I, I864,
 that their 'pacification' was now completed.
 The broken remains of these peoples were
 then resettled in various parts of the Ottoman
 Empire where they were accepted into the
 Mislem community and are now on the
 verge of losing their cultural identity.
 The Circassians distributed around Van and
 Sivas in Anatolia are still numerous, but the
 Abaza and the Oubykh have almost faded
 away. It is from the last representatives of
 these cultures that Dumezil has been able to
 elicit complete texts and numerous folk-tales.

 The second section of the book consists of
 fourteen tales provided in phonetic transcrip-
 tions in Oubykh and some in Circassian.
 French translations are provided. These are
 delightful to read and will be invaluable to
 future field-workers in this region. The
 third section consists of a revision of the
 Oubykh dictionary of Vogt published in
 Oslo (I963) which will be useful for linguists
 with interests in Caucasian languages.

 Appearing as it does at a time when the
 pretensions of anthropologists have never
 been greater and the lack of scholarship,
 precision and imagination in the flood of
 hasty artides never more obvious, this
 unpretentious work is a refreshing reminder
 of our highest standards.

 NUR YALMAN

 UNNrTHAN, T. K. N., INDRA DEVA &
 YOGENDRA SINGH (eds). Towards a sociology
 qf culture in India: essays in honour of Professor

 D. P. Mukherji. 44I pp. New Delhi:
 Prentice-Hall of India, I965. J2 2S.
 There are in this book twenty-nine essays

 written by thirty-two scholars from India,
 Europe, and North America, most of whom
 are professional sociologists. The book
 pleads for studies of Indian culture in its
 entirety. Various suggestions are offered on
 how to overcome problems of regionalism,
 and the editors in the first article present a
 scheme for studying Indian culture in terms
 of e'lite, folk, and tribal sub-cultures and their
 interplay.

 The other articles are grouped into four
 sections. These, however, do not all fall neatly
 into these sections, and I feel that a lesser num-
 ber of artides, or some more sections would
 have been better for the organisation of the
 book. There are some exceedingly thought-
 provoking and original artides presented.
 They range all the way from philosophies
 of civilisation, as by Martindale, Sorokin,
 Radhakamal Mukerjee, Landheer, and Poin-
 sioen, to concrete studies of specific problems.
 Kapadia presents facts on sects that combine

 both Hindu and Moslem religious elements
 and makes us aware of the still unexplored
 field of the sociology of Indian religions.
 The article by Gore on the dilemmas of
 Indian university education is the best I have
 read on the subject, and one should next read
 Ross on the implications of multi-lingualism
 to get the complete picture. There are several
 stimulating essays on modern Indian e'lites.
 Prasad's study of leadership has an inter-
 national character. The articles on comparative
 law and justice are also of international
 context, especially those by Mokre and
 Landis.

 This has been a good attempt to synthesise
 thoughts on Indian culture and world
 civilisation. But more care should have
 been taken over the appearance of the book.
 The printing errors are far too many.
 The references are not uniform, and often
 incomplete. And a glossary of Indian terms
 would have been appreciated.

 JYOTIRMOYEE SARMA

 MADAN, T. N. Family and kinship: a study of
 the Pandits of rural Kashmir. Foreword by
 J. A. Barnes. xix, 259 pp., front., illus.,
 plates, maps, bibliogr. London: Asia
 Publishing House, I966. ?2 IOS.
 At last a book about Indian family and

 kinship which is not about caste! In this
 meticulous study Dr Madan holds caste
 constant, for he is dealing with a single
 caste community. He also exdudes Hindu-
 Muslim relations and focuses his attention
 on Pandit family and kinship. His analysis
 proceeds along the lines of the developmental
 cyde as worked out by Fortes and his students.
 It is extremely careful and very dear. Struc-
 tural, symbolic and cultural aspects are all
 treated and the whole is enriched with
 delightful proverbs, twenty-nine of which
 appear in an appendix. Dr Madan makes the
 important point that partition is normal even
 though not approved. Even wage earning in
 the village studied does not seem to be
 undermining the joint family.

 There are chapters on the history and social
 organisation of the Kashmiri Pandits and on
 the village, stressing local organisation. After
 chapters on the recruitment, economics and
 partition of the household, there follow
 chapters on the patrilineage and non-agnatic
 kin in which we can again see the importance
 of patterns of settlement. In contrast with
 many African systems the lineage has
 virtually no politico-jural functions. An
 appendix gives brief biographies of Dr
 Madan's five principal informants, and
 quotations from some of them in the text
 can be found by looking up their names in
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